
Welcome

Welcome to the Springfield Rail Improvements Project website!  The City of Springfield is
leading this rail consolidation effort in cooperation with Sangamon County and the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT).  This project will relocate all passenger and freight traffic
from the Third Street corridor to Tenth Street; construct roadway underpasses at critical rail
crossings on both the Tenth and Nineteenth Street corridors; and eliminate train horns in the
City between Stanford Avenue and Sangamon Avenue.

  

  

This project is being conducted in segments with a focus on planning and design, land
acquisition, and eventually construction.  While IDOT has provided funding for planning and
design, land acquisition and construction will take place as funding becomes available.

  

  

Everything you need to know about this project – its goals and ways to get involved and give
your input – can be found on this website.  Visit often for the latest updates and/or sign up to
receive periodic email notifications.

  

  

  

  

19th Street Rail Corridor Feasibility Study

  

Comments  need to be provided by October 8, 2026
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pdfs/OpenHouseCommentForm_19thStreet.pdf
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  The 19th Street Rail Corridor Feasibility Study is being led by the City of Springfield. The limitsof the study extend from Clear Lake Avenue  at the north end to the closed Crown III Mine nearFarmersville. The purpose of the feasibility study is to evaluate transportation, safety, economicdevelopment, and trail opportunities within the 19th Street  Rail Corridor and identify feasiblerecommendations for the future along and near the 19thStreet  Rail Corridor. This Feasibility Study will evaluate, but not be limited to, a no-build option,grade separations at South Grand Avenue and Ash Street, at-grade crossing safetyimprovements at South Grand Avenue and Ash Street, and railroad abandonment of parts  or allof the 19th Street rail corridor, including the airline connection near Stanford Avenue.       The 19th Street rail corridor is currently owned by the Canadian National Railway (CN).  Whilethe primary focus of the study is on the rail portion  of the corridor within the City of Springfield,the remainder of the corridor between Springfield and Farmersville may also be impacted by theoutcome. The study will also include the Airline Connection, which connects the 19th Street RailCorridor to the  Norfolk Southern Railway (NS) and Union Pacific Railroad (UP), and parallelsStanford Avenue from east of Fox Bridge Road to west of 4th Street. The Airline Connection isalso currently owned by the CN. The 19th Street rail corridor serves businesses including Contech Engineering Solutions, Brandt Midstate Warehouse, the Vistra power plant nearKincaid, and Harsco near Kincaid. Train traffic has decreased along this corridor since 2010 andis expected to further decrease to less than one train per day with the planned  closure of theVistra power plant, currently scheduled in 2027.    DURBIN JOINS RIBBON CUTTING FOR LATEST COMPLETED SEGMENT OFSPRINGFIELD RAIL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT  

    SPRINGFIELD – Today, U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) joined Illinois  Department ofTransportation Secretary Omer Osman and local leaders for a  ribbon cutting of the newlyconstructed underpasses at Madison and  Jefferson streets, the latest milestone for theSpringfield  Rail Improvements Project (SRIP).  In December 2021, Durbin announced  that theU.S. Department of Transportation had awarded a $13.5 million  Rebuilding AmericanInfrastructure with Sustainability and Equity  (RAISE) grant to the City of Springfield for the project.  The  multi-phased project is a large-scale effort supported by local, state,  and federal fundingdesigned to alleviate rail congestion in downtown  Springfield  by consolidating train traffic fromThird Street to 10th Street and  constructing a series of overpasses and underpasses along thecorridor.  “Connecting communities is at the heart of transportation,” said Durbin. “The SpringfieldRail Improvements Projectis  dramatically changing downtown Springfield by reducing rail congestion,  creatingjobs, and improving safety for passengers, drivers, and  pedestrians. I will continueadvocating for strong  investments in Illinois’ transportation infrastructure.”    “The  new underpasses at Jefferson and Madison streets are another success  story ofGov. JB Pritzker’s historic, bipartisan Rebuild Illinois  capital  program,” said IllinoisTransportation Secretary Omer Osman. “The Illinois Department of Transportation is proud to have worked  with the variousstakeholders to deliver the critical funding that made  this project possible and willbenefit Springfield for generations to  come through improved mobility, safety andquality  of life.”    “This  significant milestone in the Springfield Rail Improvements Project  illustrates thepower of collaboration and partnership,” said Springfield Mayor Buscher. "It showcaseswhat we can achieve when working together towards a common goal.”    “The  opening of the Madison and Jefferson underpasses culminates a 10-year milestone completing five new underpasses and reconstructing four  others.  This hasgreatly enhanced the connectivity of underserved areas in  Springfield to the rest of thecommunity,” said Founder and CEO of Hanson Professional Services Inc., Sergio “Satch”Pecori.  Sangamon County Board Chairman Andy Van Meter added, “This project is a testament tothe power of collaboration and  investment in our community. It’s not just aboutimproving  transportation; it’s about connecting our neighborhoods, creating  economicopportunities, and enhancing the overall quality of life for  our residents.”  This year, Durbin  urged  Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg to strongly consider the SRIP for federal rail grants. Since the project’s inception, Durbin has  helped secure roughly $90million in federal funding to expedite the  SRIP, including the 2021 RAISE grant for the Madison and Jefferson underpasses project.                    
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LJr7DzvI5je42hrtlr0P29VBVndS_-T2MwbMeRFsRGR_dcBT2wZ2W3RDpGIvw2pYdtf52UlntEm4bl32gveiPsXvUFQW3GkqbVvqzTZIF2602vZa7dXbT9RM9NP9OJsgSFb22ZoVK2Rl3RJHXbBTcEBkGLzhJhpJTMd3_5w76UmVC-uwON3bfAUb2KAPRAOQKOZO5aqz_s0N9SFfZujhPkcXSH8R0CurF3RKamdVPOF8p65ubPUIJl8T0FeOPbnkKtm-DKrcp1ZlWsiz2OFDv7yz7O4jKnZCS2Ghdr6yQ37oY6LS6EuhPVF5ZDRRWGzCKdmjzP_MUR_rfFzb80HD0J5IyP5b-1yZoWV4rSv3HGuHBR_zR-VjySHrXumsbMnPoPhJ-y_ejiVHRywGFZ50CaZx70x6hOUyyS7bLPgYvDY/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durbin.senate.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fpress-releases%2Fdurbin-urges-department-of-transportation-to-allocate-rail-grants-to-springfield-rail-improvements-project-in-2024

